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to develop and maintain a research, de-
velopment and deployment roadmap
for the provision of high-performance
computing systems for use by the re-
search community in the United
States. By putting OSTP in charge of
developing the program’s long-term vi-
sion, this provision will help ensure a
robust planning process so that our na-
tional high-performance computing ef-
fort is not allowed to lag in the future.

Let me close by reflecting for a mo-
ment on how much things have
changed in the past 13 years since Con-
gress first passed legislation on high-
performance computing. Incredibly, all
of the power of the world’s top super-
computer in 1991, the Cray C90, is now
available to us in a desktop PC. Hear-
ing a comparison like that, it might be
tempting to think that today’s super-
computers are so powerful that we
could not possibly need anything with
greater capabilities. But technological
advances make new things possible,
things that were literally unimagi-
nable before. As we meet in this Cham-
ber today, we cannot imagine the kinds
of problems that the supercomputers of
tomorrow will be able to solve. But we
can imagine the kinds of problems we
will have if we fail to provide research-
ers in the United States with the com-
puting resources they need to remain
world class. | believe that the High-
Performance Computing Revitalization
Act will guide Federal agencies in pro-
viding needed support to high-perform-
ance computing and its user commu-
nities. Our Nation’s scientific enter-
prise, and our economy, will be the
stronger for it.

——

ENERGY TASK FORCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 20, 2004, the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) is recognized
during morning hour debates for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, today |
hope we are one step closer to prying
the doors of the White House open in
regard to Vice President CHENEY’s En-
ergy Task Force.

For 3 years now, the Vice President
has done everything he can to keep the
records of the Energy Task Force se-
cret. The secret task force developed
President Bush’s energy policy, a pol-
icy that was then made into legislation
here in Congress, legislation that is
now stalled in the other body. Never-
theless, the end result was bad energy
policy. There is no doubt that the en-
ergy industry succeeded with its influ-
ence during these secret, closed-door
meetings in crafting a policy that ben-
efited them rather than benefiting
Americans who at the time desperately
needed relief from high energy prices.

Mr. Speaker, today Americans face
high gas prices, but they should not be
fooled by claims from congressional
Republicans and President Bush that
the legislation they pushed would re-
duce the cost of energy in this country.
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Instead, the President’s plan was noth-
ing more than a payback to the oil and
gas industry numbering in the billions
of dollars and embedded in tax incen-
tives, loan guarantees, liability protec-
tion and research and development.

For 3 years, the Vice President has
refused to let the American people
know who made up this Energy Task
Force. For 3 years now, the Vice Presi-
dent has refused to let the American
people know how and why the task
force came to the conclusions that it
did.

Finally, after 3 years of hiding the
information, today the U.S. Supreme
Court hears from the Vice President’s
lawyers why CHENEY thinks it is so im-
portant that this information remain
secret. Today, the Supreme Court
hears from the Sierra Club and the con-
servative group, Judicial Watch, who
sued Vice President CHENEY seeking an
accounting of energy industry partici-
pation in crafting the Bush administra-
tion’s destructive energy policy. A dis-
trict court has already ordered the ad-
ministration to provide information
about participation from those indus-
tries but once again the Bush adminis-
tration refused to divulge any informa-
tion. Fortunately, the court denied the
request, and last December the Vice
President appealed that decision to the
Supreme Court.

So what does the Vice President do
once he realizes the Supreme Court
would be hearing the case? He goes
duck hunting with one of the Supreme
Court justices as a guest of an energy
executive. The situation begs several
questions. First, was the energy execu-
tive hosting the Vice President and
Justice Scalia a member of the Energy
Task Force? Second, was the Vice
President attempting to use this trip
to Louisiana as a way to persuade Jus-
tice Scalia that the documents being
requested should remain secret under
the cloak of executive privilege? And,
third, how could either Vice President
CHENEY or Justice Scalia think this
trip to Louisiana for duck hunting, in
which both flew to and from together
on Air Force Two, would not look like
a conflict of interest?

Justice Scalia should have recused
himself from this case, but Vice Presi-
dent CHENEY should have realized how
this trip would appear to the American
public. Think about this for a minute.
Imagine that you are a plaintiff in a
case and you learn that the defendant
and the judge had vacationed together
several months before. Would you ac-
cept that scenario? The Sierra Club
asked Justice Scalia to recuse himself
but Justice Scalia refused.
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will please suspend.

The Chair must remind all Members
that remarks in debate may not engage
in personalities towards the President
or the Vice President. Policies may be
addressed in critical terms, but per-
sonal references of an offensive, accus-
atory nature are not proper.
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The gentleman may proceed in order.

Mr. PALLONE. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, | just hope the Cheney
decision in this case is not another 5-4
decision in which Justice Scalia is the
deciding vote in favor of the Vice
President.

It is time for the Vice President to
come forward with the list of partici-
pants on the Energy Task Force. What
information is so damaging that the
Vice President does not want to make
it public? | think the time has come for
both President Bush and Vice Presi-
dent CHENEY to lift the cloak of se-
crecy on its national energy plan and
basically disclose what happened, who
the participants were, and how and in
what way they influenced the energy
bill that came forward here in the
House and is now in the other body. |
think it is very wrong for them to con-
tinue to not provide this information,
not disclose who was involved, and
frankly have to go to the Supreme
Court to try to make the Supreme
Court say that that information should
not be divulged.

——————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 57
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

————
[ 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. SCHROCK) at 2 p.m.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Balance and scales belong to the
Lord; all the weights used with them
are of His making.

Lord, with wisdom and power, direct
the activities of this Congress. May the
scales of equal justice always be the
goal. With discretion and surety guide
every decision, and may Members find
balance in their personal lives.

May truth never outweigh goodness.
May desirable kindness never blind the
truth.

Help Your people know when to pray
and how to act.

Bless all conversations with patience
and charity that all know when to
speak and how to listen.

In the end, all success and every
judgment can be measured only by
You. Whatever evaluating criteria or
determining weight we use remains of
Your making now and forever.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
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